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A study on process mineralogy of ilmenite in the Chang’e-5 lunar soil

LIU Hao'”, LIU Jian-zhong®*, MIAO Bing-kui', ZENG Xiao-jia®, ZHU Kai?, XIA Zhi-peng', CHEN Guo-zhu'
1. Institution of Meteorites and Planetary Materials Research, Key Laboratory of Planetary Geological Evolution, Guangxi Key
Laboratory of Exploration for Hidden Metallic Ore Deposits, Guilin University of Technology, Guilin Guangxi 541006, China;,
2. Center for Lunar and Planetary Science, Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guiyang 550081, China

Abstract: The Chang 'e-5 mission sampling site is located in the lunar mare basalt unit of the Oceanus Procellarum. The sample
contains 5% to 10% ilmenite. In this paper, the process mineralogy of ilmenite has been studied from the perspective of resource
utilization, in order to provide basic parameters for mining, processing and smelting of mineral resources of the Moon. By using
scanning electron microscopy and electron probe, we have studied mineral composition of the Chang 'e-5 sample and its contained
ilmenite properties including the particle size characteristics, particle shapes, chemical compositions and dissociation degrees of
ilmenites in the sample. The results show that ilmenites in the Chang 'e-5 basalt are mainly fine grained, with sizes of 97% ilmenites
varying from 7.5 to 200 um. Ilmenite particles are granular, acicular, columnar and irregular shaped. Most of them are granular and
irregular shaped. The average contents of TiO, and FeO in ilmenites are 50.78% and 47.35% respectively. Especially, the variation
ranges of TiO, contents in granular and irregular ilmenites are larger than those of the acicular and columnar ilmenites. The smaller
the overall size of the mineral particles containing ilmenite, the greater the degree of monomer dissociation of ilmenite, ilmenite
more easily dissociated into monomer.
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Fig.1 BSE image of rock debris grains of the Chang’e-5 sample

P12 I RS R BR AR RE S0 A1
Fig. 2 Size distribution of ilmenite grains in the Chang’e-5 sample
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Fig.3 Different particle size proportions of ilmenites in the

Chang’e-5 sample
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Table 1 Size distribution of ilmenites in the Chang’e-5

sample
LG Rl /um AL I3 A% B/ %
[7.5,40) 87 41 41
[ 40,80) 69 32 73
[80,120) 30 14 87
[ 120,160) 12 6 93
[ 160,200) 9 4 97
[200,240) 2 1 98
[ 240,280) 2 1 99
[ 280,398.67] 2 1 100

Y B/ VB BE R 7.50 wm , B KR BE 47398.67 pm, Hirp
FARTE [7.5,40) nm (9 BURA 8740, 5 SA B 1Y
41% ; RiARAE [ 40,80) pm A URLA 69T, 7 S4B i
132% ; Bif27E [ 80, 120) pm B RA 305, (5 M A%k
T 14% ;B4R 7E [ 120, 160) pm A 0K A 12051, &
TRECH 6% s BIARTE [ 160,200) pwm 4 50k A7 9, &
SRR BY4% B4R TE [ 200,240) pm B PFORL29, 5
SRBCE 1% R TE [ 240,280) pm B k2 i, 5
SRR 1% BiiR7E [ 280,398.67 ] um Ay ik A2
W, AR 1%, 25 AT DL I 0k TS R L K
B AR 3 HodokiAie ol [7.5,120) pm Y kL &
FT87%.
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Fig.4 Four different shaped ilmenites in the Chang’e-5 sample

K5 AREDEARBRERE L L
Fig.5 Proportion of ilmenites with different shapes
49.49%~52.06% , YJ{H 4150.64% ; FeO }47.17%~48.54%,
PIEN47.96% . HARERERA H , TiO, [ it i 73 B
50.23%~52.21% , ¥4{H }151.18% ; FeO°4146.32%~48.61%,
HME 4T 41% . KORERERGHh, TiO By Bt i 73 BN
46.95%~53.87%, ¥I{H }51.14%;FeO}45.85%~47.91%,
YIE946.84%. ARPRERERS | TiO Y B 40k
45.65%~52.37% , ¥I{E H50.52% ; FeORY &1 43.66%~

48.71%, BIME }146.74% ., iR Eida 2B AR FTRLIR Bk
BRI TIO, & 1 K T AR A B NPR BRI TiO, 5
i T EFR AR U FeO & 12 R THRLAR AIAS L U]
R HFeOF . B4R & JLMERER ) TIO it
B EUN45.65%~53.87% , H41E50.78% ; FeO Y i 2 73 %X
H143.66%~48.71% , {1 H47.35%.
24 SRERH REERHE
241 SK&FHEARA T HEMELE, REA—
T ) 1) SRR ol g B AR 7 Tk P 4 0K R A LA
A 2E R R B R 3 AR R ORE (E R 2021) .
A AR IOR AT AR A 4 AR R A3 Sl LU 48 (116) -

WP PR A L B B RS h R
Yok

YKL — ) 5 A K AR AR ) — R

FC)R A AR AR OR ) B R ) U R AR
B L5 2R S 1 =R P A0 8 i, SRl b se
W

AL, — ) A ™)) DA AR X ik
125 — Rl 9y (AR ) AR TES pm LT A H
WY& A SR 1720,



T YE AR AAE R 2024,43(5)

1041

R2 HPRRBREULER SR

Table 2 Chemical compositions of acicular ilmenites (%)
5 Na,O MgO  ALO; CaO TiO, MnO FeO NiO K,0 SiO, V,0;  Cry04 CoO &Hit
1 0.02 0.06 0.10 0.16 51.61 0.39 48.41 0.00 0.00 0.19 0.41 0.00 0.07 101.42
2 0.00 0.10 0.08 0.10 49.99 0.38 47.47 0.03 0.00 0.09 0.40 0.01 0.06 98.70
3 0.00 0.05 0.13 0.16 49.73 0.43 47.42 0.00 0.00 0.21 0.43 0.03 0.07 98.66
4 0.00 0.11 0.10 0.15 51.02 0.42 47.83 0.04 0.00 0.07 0.49 0.03 0.09 100.34
5 0.02 0.12 0.08 0.08 50.43 0.44 47.86 0.02 0.00 0.10 0.53 0.00 0.06 99.73
6 0.03 0.43 0.10 0.51 49.49 0.27 48.04 0.01 0.00 1.01 0.46 0.06 0.04 100.47
7 0.00 0.11 0.11 0.16 50.75 0.41 47.90 0.02 0.00 0.07 0.48 0.06 0.10 100.16
8 0.02 0.06 0.11 0.10 49.78 0.35 4791 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.54 0.05 0.05 99.06
9 0.02 0.17 0.13 0.21 49.97 0.43 47.17 0.00 0.00 0.15 0.46 0.05 0.08 98.83
10 0.00 0.09 0.10 0.04 50.06 0.38 47.76 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.47 0.05 0.04 99.04
11 0.00 0.05 0.11 0.01 50.46 0.37 47.49 0.10 0.00 0.06 0.57 0.05 0.13 99.40
12 0.00 0.10 0.11 0.11 50.71 0.32 48.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.54 0.05 0.11 100.09
13 0.00 0.15 0.09 0.11 51.71 0.38 48.41 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.51 0.01 0.13 101.56
14 0.00 0.08 0.10 0.11 51.96 0.40 48.42 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.62 0.01 0.02 101.79
15 0.01 0.18 0.10 0.03 52.06 0.36 48.01 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.50 0.03 0.06 101.42
16 0.02 0.18 0.07 0.08 50.53 0.33 48.42 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.57 0.04 0.10 100.40
17 0.00 0.36 0.07 0.09 50.67 0.36 48.03 0.08 0.00 0.02 0.56 0.04 0.05 100.32
18 0.01 0.28 0.04 0.13 51.81 0.36 48.54 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.56 0.07 0.07 101.90
19 0.00 0.24 0.08 0.02 51.41 0.42 47.95 0.00 0.01 0.05 0.55 0.07 0.06 100.86
20 0.00 0.29 0.06 0.12 49.68 0.33 48.04 0.01 0.00 0.04 0.44 0.02 0.06 99.09
21 0.00 0.16 0.06 0.12 49.71 0.42 47.97 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.45 0.03 0.09 99.09
FHIE 0.01 0.16 0.09 0.12 50.64 0.38 47.96 0.01 0.00 0.13 0.50 0.04 0.07 100.11
R3 HERKBKTULERTR
Table 3 Chemical compositions of columnar ilmenites (%)
e Na,O MgO ALO4 Ca0 TiO, MnO FeO NiO K,0 Sio, V,04 Cr,05 CoO &it
1 0.00 0.14 0.08 0.04 51.27 0.47 48.00 0.00 0.01 0.08 0.56 0.03 0.11 100.79
2 0.07 0.15 0.12 0.00 51.53 0.49 48.61 0.00 0.01 0.03 0.53 0.01 0.08 101.63
3 0.07 0.15 0.12 0.00 51.02 0.49 48.60 0.00 0.01 0.03 0.53 0.01 0.08 101.11
4 0.02 1.05 0.08 0.06 52.21 0.45 46.32 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.60 0.02 0.07 100.92
5 0.03 0.78 0.10 0.03 52.04 0.44 47.06 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.59 0.06 0.03 101.20
6 0.00 0.07 0.04 0.00 50.59 0.26 46.55 0.09 0.00 0.21 0.40 0.00 0.14 98.34
7 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.00 50.58 0.33 47.11 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.39 0.01 0.09 98.67
8 0.00 0.17 0.03 0.00 50.23 0.28 47.03 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.44 0.00 0.09 98.29
FHIE 0.03 0.32 0.08 0.02 51.18 0.40 47.41 0.01 0.00 0.07 0.51 0.02 0.09 100.12

AR YR 5T 0 16t 5 R P R AR B 3 A AR
UG B0 A < WL SRB35% , 4k 5128 % , 72 2 T 16% , L 2%
T21%,

242 4REF ST ek AL RSB M
vl A D 40 2 SR gy 3 A R R 3 3k
FERIBSERME G T 16 0k 105 4F 5 PRk 13 2k
TRIGORE . A5 RI, SERAR A 1 RE WA A

RHC A, B A s R B 3 A R A Rk -
WEAT AR (H715.96%) VBRER-RHC A 1R (5
13.83%) EKERD -5 A7 -BHE A AR IR (5 Bk 4 4=
TR SEL168.08% ) ERER A - W A1 - AHE A Mo A7 3% 4F
K (152.13%) .
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A BT i b A B AR YRR R S B
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Table 4 Chemical compositions of granular ilmenites (%)
5 Na,O MgO AlLO; CaO TiO, MnO FeO NiO K,0O SiO, V,0; Cr,0; CoO ait
1 0.03 0.27 0.10 0.02 50.91 0.32 47.91 0.01 0.00 0.05 0.47 0.03 0.11 100.25
2 0.01 0.37 0.11 0.14 51.33 0.47 46.90 0.01 0.00 0.04 0.54 0.08 0.11 100.10
3 0.03 0.75 0.10 0.03 52.23 0.43 46.97 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.59 0.05 0.09 101.31
4 0.00 0.47 0.09 0.02 51.44 0.31 47.21 0.02 0.00 0.02 0.54 0.05 0.09 100.24
5 0.06 0.70 0.10 0.01 50.73 0.45 47.26 0.05 0.00 0.04 0.55 0.08 0.09 100.09
6 0.01 0.34 0.74 0.60 46.95 0.37 46.13 0.04 0.00 2.87 0.52 0.01 0.02 98.58
7 0.00 2.16 0.12 0.06 52.82 0.52 45.85 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.57 0.12 0.08 102.35
8 0.00 0.31 0.06 0.11 49.97 0.32 46.67 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.50 0.03 0.06 98.09
9 0.00 0.31 0.06 0.11 53.87 0.32 46.67 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.50 0.03 0.06 101.99
FHE 0.02 0.63 0.16 0.12 51.14 0.39 46.84 0.01 0.00 0.36 0.53 0.05 0.08 100.33
RS FHRWIRKEKT WFR DR
Table 5 Chemical compositions of irregular ilmenites (%)
F%  NaO  MgO  ALO;  CaO TiO, MnO FeO NiO K,O Si0, V,0;  Cr,0;  CoO A
1 0.01 0.13 0.11 0.06 50.76 0.29 48.71 0.05 0.00 0.05 0.47 0.00 0.09 100.73
2 0.02 1.45 0.07 0.00 51.42 0.42 4533 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.50 0.14 0.09 99.50
3 0.00 1.47 0.04 0.00 51.94 0.38 4533 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.09 0.08 99.83
4 0.00 0.18 0.11 0.18 49.99 0.43 47.25 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.48 0.00 0.10 98.79
5 0.00 0.33 0.09 0.04 50.09 0.43 46.96 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.57 0.10 0.06 98.71
6 0.00 0.40 0.10 0.00 52.37 0.41 47.86 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.60 0.05 0.05 101.90
7 0.00 0.35 0.10 0.04 51.91 0.53 47.52 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.61 0.05 0.09 101.25
8 0.01 0.51 0.13 0.04 52.09 0.45 46.81 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.56 0.04 0.09 100.77
9 0.00 0.42 0.09 0.02 51.54 0.40 47.64 0.02 0.00 0.06 0.59 0.05 0.09 100.91
10 0.02 0.12 0.37 0.38 47.22 0.46 45.69 0.03 0.02 4.24 0.48 0.01 0.08 99.11
11 0.00 0.18 0.10 0.14 50.89 0.40 47.72 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.47 0.00 0.11 100.07
12 0.00 0.95 0.11 0.00 51.15 0.40 46.38 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.53 0.10 0.09 99.76
13 0.00 0.27 0.03 0.06 50.27 0.30 47.45 0.04 0.00 0.08 0.37 0.01 0.04 98.91
14 0.07 0.55 0.45 1.41 45.65 0.21 43.66 0.03 0.00 6.62 0.35 0.00 0.09 99.09
FHME 001 0.52 0.14 0.17 50.52 0.39 46.74 0.01 0.00 0.82 0.51 0.05 0.08 99.95

SE G5 FA] R Ve SR AR A BT RR A A SR (E R
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o B @ sl G 5 A T8 R ARER
St R R E3AN K /NG Sy 4mmx4mm i 77 T X3 ([ 7
Tl s HE ) AT A SR ST LA KRN
4mmx4mm {4 5 1 X 38 (& 77 20 60 7 HE ) it 4T A T 48
0 ISR R BAR (NG ) L 1/435 LR AR (N, ) (2/43%
AR (N, ) FI3 /438 A AR I B0 (V) MBS AR S 23 =X n
TARIT ML) .

L=No/(Ng+0.25N;+0.5N>+0.75N3) x100%

WA AR B S R RAR A (0,20 ] wm B R

R B AR B 1 88.83%, (20,40 1 pm Ay Uk Bk 4k
WA S R 30.45% , (40,60 ] nm R B0RL AR 2R 1
fift BN 27.45%

S AE TSR A A SR AR R ARRE SO R
TEIAN X BB 64T A SRS ST, L edsik
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b i AR 1A (818D . 9b  10b) , 5 A B — > X I,
SRR BEAT N TR Ge i, LT bbb X 38513
M EK Bk B R (T 1a) , &% 60 br i3 b o o AR 1A
(F11b).

MGt 45 R E W, 7E(0,20 ] pm ) Uk kA2
L, X 36 19 145340 ) 0k v BK 2k 0 S A Uk A
144 FEARAT 34 5 IX B 1269 18 160 1 ok v gk ik
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Fig.6 Four types of intergrown ilmenites in the Chang’e-5 sample
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Fig.7 The four regions selected for the dissociation calculation
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Fig.8 Automatic identification area 6
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Fig.9 Automatic identification area 12
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Fig.10 Automatic identification area 17

()3 BRERA™ SR AABURL (L (i) ; () DX SR kDT AR ABORL (S (L 2R )

B ATt ak3
Fig.11 Manual statistical areal3

WORLRLAE (20,40 ] pmit Bl BRAK D™ 1A% 25 B
36.28% ; fEMURLRLAR (40,60 ] umyi N, SRR HLAK
it B E R27.45% ; BURDRIAR KT 60 ums Rk Bk
fift B3 R 0% o

3 itk
30 TREVEAR S B Sk kA AR R AL
R PR A 06K 1 5 4

FOEME Y, U HIE WORRLAE A (0,20 ] um , 3124
JUF—8, BokiRiAE (20,40 ] pm, Pifh 5 sitE14
Hh R BB i B R T 25 S AT R DR R R TR BE R
BB = iR 22, N TR SIS A shisUn st o4 1 2
A T X, 25 5 8 H A 5 Rk B AR T A 1R
BRERAR ; 5 AN R B e 2, N TG A7
feitls , WA SEOTS A 25,

3 X LG A VR TR A BR R T B i



1046

&6 BINRANGITHI3A KiE P A EHRSE B R S8k
S ER
Table 6 The number and area of ilmenite particles in different

particle size ranges in the 3 regions automatically identified

HIAR LR/ pm eituiH X 456 Xik12  XiR17
Bk AR AL 14 11 10
BRI A AR 3 5 3
(0,20] CX GBI TR 17 16 13
R PR A um® 1208 690 755
BRERT B TR um? 1343 988 911
BRERT A TR A 2 2 3
R T A AR 15 22 27
(20,40] GE GBI TE 17 24 30
D KB /um® 746 703 691
AR BRI /um? 1952 2098 3330
Bk A OR £ 0 0 0
R A R 189 257 247
0. SRR R 189 257 247
ERERD™ B B pum? 0 0 0

®7 ANIGITEA RIS R ERESE B AR ERH Bk £
Table 7 The number of ilmenite particles in different

particle size ranges in the Manual statistical area

BEAZR 5 /pm (020] (2040] (40,60] (60,+w0) AISTRI%L
B B AU AL 40 13 7 0

1060
A RER R 1 48 44 70

*8 BExNRASITHET BEEREXSH
Table 8 Automatic identification of ilmenite dissociation

degree and related parameters
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BRI PR R (R B A ) .
R B+ R TR ) 76.09% 9:86% 0
BB BT B T A KAk 81.85% 8.31% 0

x99 AISRHABT BEERBXSH
Table 9 Manual statistical of ilmenite dissociation degree

and related parameters
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