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Micro-architecture, deformation and source-reservoir significance of
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Abstract: The organic matter and clay minerals in shale can combine with each other to form organic-clay composites
during sedimentation and evolution, which are an important source of parent materials of hydrocarbons. An integration
of field emission scanning electron microscopy (FE-SEM) and transmission electron microscopy (TEM) is applied to
study the deformation and micro-architecture of organic-clay composites, and discuss their source-reservoir significance
in depth. The object of study is the four suites of typical shale reservoirs, that is, the Triassic Yanchang Formation of the
Ordos Basin, the Ordovician Wufeng-Silurian Longmaxi formations of northern Guizhou, the Cambrian Niutitang
Formation of central Guizhou, as well as the Permian Shanxi Formation of the Southern North China Basin. The organic-
clay composites in shale feature complex components, diverse geometries and being prone to deform, and the main
mechanisms driving the deformation mainly include tectonic stress, mineral particles, the occurrence of organic matter
and the transformation of clay minerals. The deformation caused by tectonic stress outside the composites and mineral
particles (imposed on the surrounding clay layer and organic layer) inside the composites could change the local stress
environment of the composites, resulting in extensional environment, which could in turn drive the large-scale

development of nano-pores in the composites. Under the protection of clay layer, hydrocarbons stored in the nano-pores
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are less likely to loss, which could effectively improve the storage capacity of shale reservoir. The conclusions achieved

in the study are of beneficial value to understanding the diagenetic evolution of shale, as well as the generation,

migration and storage of shale oil and gas, thus guiding the exploration and development of shale oil and gas.
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Fig. 1 Maps showing the sampling locations and regional geology of the Yanchang Formation in the Ordos Basin, Wufeng—Longmaxi

formations in northern Guizhou, Niutitang Formation of central Guizhou, and Shanxi Formation in the Southern North China Basin
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Fig. 2 Composition characteristics of the shale samples from the Yanchang Formation in the Ordos Basin, Wufeng—Longmaxi formations

in northern Guizhou, Niutitang Formation of central Guizhou, and Shanxi Formation in the Southern North China Basin
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Fig. 3 SEM images of organic-clay composites in the shale samples from the Yanchang Formation in the Ordos Basin, Wufeng—Longmaxi
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Shanxi Formation in the Southern North China Basin
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Fig. 6 Transmission electron microscopy (TEM) images of organic-clay composites in the shale samples from the Yanchang Formation in

the Ordos Basin, Wufeng—Longmaxi formations in northern Guizhou, Niutitang Formation of central Guizhou, and Shanxi Formation in the

Southern North China Basin
a,b. K 7B 9418 T 716. 0 mse,d. Jo—BEE Q2 AN, PR 0. 5 mye, £ 2R B, ZK105 8541, % 701 . 0 m; g, h. 1LPH4H, ZK02109 & 4L,
HIVR222. 7 m
(L1t R LR HESE /s 25 A iy 2 Bt SR 2R A8 s 75 LB A 7 ) )

TH Y Z 1] (B9 Fr g B ICER o0 A ) , LR )= WA HL
e ) 5 0 A 1 T RMK 286 (An 5¢ A7 s/ 53R
JZ)1 ~ 2 nm B2 ]

X W AT 7 XU Rl A AL - R R A AR Y
AW o 222 R A HUBR W 55 BBk 00k A A2, AT 5 |
EF+ 2 AR IE (F 6c, [ 6e, B 6f, 1 9) , #5 %h

R RALTHEAZ 8] 208 A R R A
FARE(IE19) o FIZIK B 167 0 4 B2 )2 (] R A7 A5 L
G3F 120 R TEM=-EDS 50531 & SR A 1) 4
KA vCa T, Za i S o =m0 Res KA UL
B U (&1 10a—c) , BOR A P 20 525040 J2 i B8l LA K
HRREER R0, 9 ~ 2.1 nm) , X R UIA L5+ AT i

(€)1994-2023 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved. http://www.cnki.net



460 £S5 KRR R a4 5

=+ _ K| I
—_— HIUR-FL T ok
HHUR-F 0 E ik \

5um

AR R &

\ S
e J K
v

R At ty BAZH AN rh A I 2 e U R S 1R AT I -3 - ARSI 1 SEM BT 2

Fig. 7 SEM images showing the deformation of organic-clay composites caused by stress in the shale samples from the Longmaxi Formation
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Fig. 11

SEM images showing the differences of pore development in organic particles and organic-clay composites in the shale samples

from the Niutitang Formation in well ZK 105 (at a burial depth of 701 m)
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Fig. 12 The pore development characteristics of organic-clay composites under different stress for the shale samples from the Longmaxi

Formation in northern Guizhou, and Niutitang Formation in central Guizhou
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