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Fig. 1 Changes of surface temperature (), atmospheric CO, concentration (b) and the growth rate of atmospheric CO, concentration
(¢) over time (revised from IPCC ARS, 2021™)
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Table 1 Global accumulated anthropogenic CO, budget from 1850 to 2019(revised from ARG™®)
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Fig.2 Long-term carbon cycle (a) and short-term carbon cycle (b) (revised from Berner, 199914
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Table 2 Comparison of global weathering carbon sink from carbonate rock (revised from Zhang Zhigan, 2012
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Table 3 Proportion of bicarbonate utilization pathway to the whole carbon utilization pathway of microalgae
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Table 4 Proportion of calcium carbonate-carbon source utilized

by microalgae (Xie Tengxiang et al., 2014"*%
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Table 5 Proportion of NaHCO;-carbon source utilized by lake
microalgae (Li Haitao et al., 2018°%)
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Relationship between inorganic carbon utilization by microalgae, rock weathering and atmospheric carbon
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Role of carbonic utilization of microalgae on rock
weathering and carbon cycle

ZHAOQ Lihua"’, WU Yanyou®, XIE Tengxiang’, LI Haitao’
(1. Guizhou Academy of Testing and Analysis, Guiyang, Guizhou 350000, China; 2. State Key Laboratory of Environmental Geochemistry, Institute of
Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guiyang, Guizhou 550081, China; 3. School of Environment and Resource,
Southwest University of Science and Technology, Mianyang, Sichuan 621000, China )

Abstract The carbon sink on rock weathering is widely discussed for reducing global atmospheric carbon dioxide
(CO,). Two different views on karst carbon sink are proposed. One is that the karst carbon sink is huge because
bicarbonate ion (HCO;3) is used by the photosynthesis of algae and photosynthetic bacteria in karst areas, which
dynamically accelerates the process of karst weathering and subsequently promote the dissolution of atmospheric CO,.
Another is that the weathering of carbonate rock generates HCO;, and then the equivalent calcium ions (Ca’) and
Magnesium ions (Mg™") are produced for the deposition of carbonate rock on the sea floor as the river enters the ocean.
This process only reflects the transport of carbonate rock instead of the carbon sink because only the weathering of
silicate rock may generate the net carbon sink in the long term.

By literature review in this paper, the effects of microalgae (a typical aquatic organism) on rock weathering and
its carbon sink are discussed based on the coupling between inorganic carbon utilization of microalgae in
photosynthesis and HCO, produced from rock-weathering. The facilitation on rock-weathering and its carbon sink by
microalgae growth is demonstrated from two aspects, namely, the utilization mechanism of inorganic carbon and the
action of carbonic anhydrase (the key enzyme of photosynthesis) in microalgae. Besides, the biomass of microalgae, in
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turn, is enhanced by the effects of weathering-environment, such as, higher pH value and higher HCO;. In this study,
the following three arguments are proposed. Firstly, the weathering is accelerated because of the continuous
consumption of HCO, utilized by catalysis of extracellular carbonic anhydrase (CAex) in microalgae, which makes the
weathering towards the direction on forming HCO;. Secondly, the microalgae can accelerate the weathering of calcium-
magnesium silicate rocks, and Ca™ and Mg dissolved out by weathering may, in turn, facilitate the deposition of
carbonate rock, hence a net carbon sink is generated. Thirdly, pure chemical weathering of carbonate rock cannot
directly generate a net carbon sink at long time scale, but the HCO; utilization from CO, in microalgac makes the
weathering of carbonate rock proceed in the direction of HCO; conversion. In the process of calcium carbonate
deposition involved by microalgae, inorganic carbon is converted into recalcitrant organic carbon and thus the carbon
sink is generated.

Research findings can be concluded that through the CAex effect, the catalysis and acceleration of conversion of
HCO; to CO, by microalgae will form the dynamic basis of water HCO; consumption. The utilization of inorganic
carbon in microalgae can facilitate rock weathering, and hence the concentration of atmospheric CO, will be regulated.
In this study, three aspects of prospect are also put forward. Firstly, to address the regional unbalance of carbon budget,
it is crucial to assess the carbon sink of rock weathering under aquatic organism in karst areas. Besides, to improve the
precision of calculating carbon sink of rock-weathering by hydrochemical runoff method, the mechanism and amount
of biological carbon conversion in rock weathering should be determined. Finally, it is urgent to establish a new
method to assess the time scale of carbon sink of rock weathering under the effects of aquatic organisms by water-
cycle, which can clarify the contribution of carbon sink of rock weathering to the carbon budget.

Key words microalgae, carbon sink of rock weathering, HCO;, carbonic anhydrase, CO,
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