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Abstract: The Qaidam basin is the first Mars analog area within China. The Red Cliff in the Qaidam basin has been se-
lected to construct the China’s “Mars Village”. In this study, we have conducted an analogical study on the Red CIliff
and Mars in aspects of geological and structural backgrounds, climate and environment, topography and landscape, types
of minerals and rocks, and so on. it is shown that climate and environment of the Red Cliff in the Qaidam basin are similar
to those of the dry and cold Mars. In the core zone and surrounding areas of the Red Cliff, there are many types of analog
Martian landforms, including dunes, valleys, dendritic structures, streaks, polygonal structures, and the Yardang land-
form. Minerals, such as quartz, carbonates, gypsum, halite, plagioclase, alkaline feldspar, and chlorite, detected in the
rock and soil samples of the Red Cliff, have also been found on the Mars. Thus, the Red Cliff can be recognized as a nat-

ural lab for the ground surface verification test of the Mars detectors and payloads as well as for related popularization and
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BEA b E R RIAT 55 (KB — %) 137
T X R Y O T RN 5T 7 24 R 3 (Ye et al.
2017) . TEX BB ER B I b BR T3 B
SUALERI | R B A0 B 58 0 S B/ BUE LU A0 i
KRR XS TT 5, X 2 il 0 - 4R A5 ek |
(28 KR PR | R K A AE KRR T 1 b B e A R AT
REM A R, KRR I o 4R R A i e
AR 288 A 152 TR0 0 s 0 SRR A A A A
M4y, B, Fbs Feg# k2K
XA 50 24, 4 45 BT R E Vb BB T A ORI
Mz S5 P AR VD G AE 48 (Baldridge et al.
2004 ; Cabrol et al. , 2007 ; Essefi et al. , 2014) , F
58 P 018 2K 2 e DX R 8 S R E T 1 AL TR 2P B
Bro UTAEK HIGRSE IR R AT RE T 38 K B HUE M
SR KR KW 55 A KBS (Angles and
Li, 2017; Wang et al. , 2018b; Xiao et al. , 2017) ,

SRR A M ) S BT b DX (BT 1) B i A
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2 R KRR R B e Ik A R DX S AR i i 5 R
T & R B AL BE Al B 2 B0

1 2 hE X 3 R

B3R R 4 A T A R AR AL AR 2 12 7
km? | F- YK 24 2800 m , J2 T s J5 B K i TR 42
M, S b A AR G A AR % i LT P b BB Y BT
IR 45z W J2 i3 R PG T A Y R B - 5 = B K LU Y
£ [ (Xiao et al. , 2017) . 483K K 73 3L IS iy Aif 9€
R -E R BRa A, TS L - A nit
TR o WGV 2 22 F 58 R WY | 5 4R 4 1 DR A
ALK, 2 11 Ma( Chang et al. , 2015), 7
Ho T AEARDTRR ) R R 1 07 m, EE R -5
AR WAE Ve 5 TR D 5 4 B, 7 3 08 A — ] i
P 5 FBR S ( Rieser et al. , 2005) ., B TH B R AR

T A A B LR e LU Dk BEL S 1 B RS R X, S8 3k OK L
UL A Bk b T R B IX Z — (Wang et al.
2018) , F&EPRSME S I LSB ARG R T8 T 5
X (Kong et al. , 2018) , 3= B b 558 hy e T, M 0 788 55
FAR/D  F M 3 A A5 K AU WA TR S By T
T, F 20 EAL Y RV R £h 55 25 A b o MURR 9 4t
FRFNER B 5% 00 OB B 1 2 Fhoar 28 L AR KR 1Y
M SR ISR il an v Fr RURE P AE

2 IR E

PN O Y S N M= AN =98 i BB
DXCHEAT 1 5 A0 B 80 O X 268 kR Ml A 2 AL E AT TR
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JIF 7R o AR b TR P R A ] A A ) Y DX R AR
3 CRAEERIE 20~40 em) FIA GRS, T 5 &
R W BE X L

o S XRD W AH G BT O B R (2 3~

(a) BALHEE  (b) B a P O KRBCR IR, 2R (B0 200 8
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B HAR) 2 AT SRR AR AL, Rk A A H
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Fig. 1 The schematic map showing routes of the field

trip and sampling sites
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5 o) METF 7 I ESWF AR b AF 8 & 200 H $ iRk 2
AT S AT 4R . FIH X Pert PRO ALY i X
AT S (XRD ) X4 4 Fh 2 K B o AT 0 5E
HLE A 40 kV, HL 9 30 mA, Hi %0 Ka 4851 (A =
1.540 6) , H i /A JE (20) Ry 5°~80°, HAli i E
5°/min, B YA I AR 43 B Sk AT B AR B A Y
A X Pert Highscore Plus SER

oA K SETTE 3 T R R B T SRR 1 55
s SO A N AT A o 0 A O 1 KR K B
T:CI",HCO; ., COY R HH 2% &t %, A Xt b o M 22
RSD<0. 5% ; FoAx B+ R FH iU B & 45 5 TR R 5
JEIEAL (ICP-AES) #E4T 73 M . 1CP-AES 19 4 I FR S
S(S0,) M Na SifkF 0.1 mg/L;K Ca Mg B Li Sr
INFHRIZET 0,05 mg/L, Lh LS80 #5848 1o b7 3 i
e v [ B 2% Bt 7 6 0 0 58 BT 1 R ) b T 5 B

3 #£R53t%

3.1 SERREMMRLES

S TR OR Za 1l 2 thE SRS 0 R S v 11 A b b AR
PG IL 1) 2R g IR ME , 7 3K 2800 ~ 3200 m, K RAK , £ 4h
LARST e (IRAk R, 2006) , SAEMNE TR E
K i R 60 ~ 80 mm , 4F 7K & it o4 1800 mm (fi] 58
FE, 2014) , 2= M RUE IR 25 K AR OF IR E N
3.5C, HET KR REEM T & T R, 24
TR E VY, T M R b b Bk IK 2 70 K
(Ramirez and Craddock,2018) , 7ES i ¥ 5a |, 48
AR BRI AL

RERLIEMIX (B 2) FENE T HEL R
W W - R B R W s T4 d H)Z

FLNISE L S8R AR FE M AT v [ KRN Ik X 5 R Y 26 LR IF T

o R Y A DAAR 1 o ROR R S R R D S
Te o 20 1 5 i S T AL A PR DR 2 I Bk A R A
FOBREEAZ RS G A AMELahE, R
SR8 N E eI NP ER U IR T RN =
S AL LLUR T S 2 B DK TR K R
Fo 20 b XH SR A P A S P A R A
K, L 2aa R 2R FEEPSAREN
B, HoA R F Y 45 I AR T A B R 2T, kR
ELONERUVIRER SR R
3.2 MRS AR

ZLER A% X B A i L BEAFAE 6 Fh IS AU I K B
WL AEEVD B A WBCIRZE R RS X 2B 45
P FIAE P S, FETE A A5 /) 1 5 KR L, sorp
5 AR BT A1 25 5% 1Y) S S U HES
3.2.1 W h AREMXMWEL SQ 4T (K1 Hh
SEbrid) , EE A EZO X ILE ., Bk
J& TR AIEU I (18 3) |, ZR g o ), o 2 g B i) XL
VD Fr o %o H A A PR L 1 e J TR AR N S M 4R
BV AP AR 0 AR IE R B4, SQ2-1-1 1 SQ2-1-2
ST B E AU R I EAE T R’ 4), ¥
Fr (0380 X3 £ BEAE 10~ 15°, 35 I A Ol 30° 2 44,
eIk B OK, E 20 oK (KR 1), H SQ1-1
SQ1-2 JEAJE FLIE MY T B, T 2 BE B 7Y 1 0k ok 1) 10
HERRAE W AR A SN OB AT B s A (18] 3) o

b o WD U = P N G N P T I 6
B[] 09 722 Ak ) K Jmy 8 b O YD BT 42 4k ( Cantor,
2008) , XF T 5 kB2 A MU R B KRR T
AEERLEZEL, WEAEKE BT 204, HIEE
SRy EAM, R AR E(ES), 5§
CLEEHL AR LG, KR B R D oo A T R FLR

EBDCHE I b 6 D A 5 BB Ok 5T 4 T b R
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Fig.2 The geological sketch map of the Red Cliff
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(a) ~()BRFHARY 50X R E 1P I SQ2-1-2,5Q2-3,8Q3-3,5Q4-1; (e) (£) N 1 1Y SQ1-1 A
SQU-2( W Cuffi Sk 45 /R Vb FL 5, U b BE AL AN AS 2, 3 B oy BE AR )
B3 2 X v B St
Fig.3 Pictures of dunes in the Red CIliff

x1 dEMRDPEZNHER

Table 1 The measured parameters of dunes in the Red CIliff

EAS 1 Wl 2 Yo 3 i /m i ¥ /m i
SQ2-1-1 MWK 9 ~15° R 10~32° 7.06 97.43
SQ2-1-2 R 9 ~ 320 R 30~320 5.42 43.57
SQ2-2 HR5~7° WA 30~32° 8.31 121.92
SQ3-1 R 7 ~15° HR21~34° 17.13 155.39
SQ3-2 MR 10~ 25° 17 ~320 23.00 156. 16
SQ3-3 K17 ~320 10. 00
SQ4-1 AT ~22° W17 ~34° 22.00 123.18
SQ1-1 7 28° 7 20° k. 29° 5.73 HRY
SQ1-2 B 27° & 21° It 26° 8.29 TR

KEERILERBILABAE, w8+ K, EES L AR AL B BF 5T, M M BR VD T AR i kB KRR S
B (Xiao et al. , 2017a) ., H1 T H Bij K & 2 T H) Hb 2% 22 B8] AH B_AF F 948 B8 ( Rosalyn et al. , 2007) .
S5 HAEA IR (Bourke et al. , 2010) , Bt = % Kk B S, 3.2.2 A4 WM T ZET KB R, 45K 4 b
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Fig. 4 Distribution map of dunes in the Red Cliff

(a) KB LB A A Y i (HIiRISE &%, ESP_033228_2560_RED) ; (b) £L B 41 X (19 ¥ Fr. (45 # b BR €45
ROHERERRELEL, ARWYES KEBHARD RRSERM KR T iR AT R
K5 KBS EW ST K
Fig.5 Comparison of topographies of dunes between the Mars and the Red Cliff

fAER BN A, 5 k2 IEH ML (K= 8-,
2014) , 21 B M X 45 2 4 PRE S 4, EE B L
o Hb ) U R, AR EPAN TAEST 5 KA AT T
ZE(LLHG 45 B/ 1 Eabsid) ., WA 2~30
m, PN 25 ~40° (K 2) . AL R, T 45 &
A R B R 2T (0 AR Ol B R £ AR
AR/ (B 6) o

KB TR 1) 2 i v Hb A AR T2 4 A
AU, SR AR A T AR G kR YA S Y A
PN, 32 2 0 (R 106 . (D kR R 28 Uk I 3, /K
TR RS2 5 ShHE A T T 4% RO, b S 5 & ] g
FETEMGETE ;@ IR B A M FA 1 (IR = AR K LfE

FHECE &5 F 0 45 ) & R 8 IR B A% 1R R R Rl K
(Hynek et al. , 2010) . 38 i K B9 45 5 # BRI 45
XF LG, B R B R 22 B0 A8 X T L A 42 ol
T, S ALV, Al BE A& A I 8] A 19 T 2K ) ( Ramirez
and Craddock, 2018) 3l J& 52 Hb T 7K VK (% 52 ) BT 2
( Fassett and Head, 2008)

LM X M A MBS ES R KM
(0, B4 Osuga 55) (K 7) {H kK B 45 AR
BER KR e P B SRR SR | 2 U DA S SR
9P o R A X A B TR O A R, TE K
BRTEAFAER B TORE 158 I LA R K i ) 25
Yo, 5 B AR K 22 5 k. I 91Kl & K
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*2 dEMRASITNHER
Table 2 Measured parameters of valleys in the Red CIiff

EAS = B /m 3 B VA e 270 E2 & BE/m W 170 Yol 270
HG1-1 15.16 74 36 7K 40 HG4-2 35.19 74 47 7R 45
HF1-2 22.80 7§ 37 7R 41 HG4-3 14.39 P 41 7K 40
HG1-3 32.12 74 40 7 30 HG4-4 33.85 V4 45 7R 43
HG1-0 12. 86 7§ 27 7R 37 HG5-1 4.02 7§ 32 7R 25
HG2-1 11.93 74 33 M 25 HG5-2 3.43 7R 42
HG2-2 5.73 74 30 7 28 HG5-3 2.09 74 34 # 33
HG2-3 3.39 74 39 HG5-4 3.92 7 37
HG2-4 10. 11 i 32 HGS5-5 6. 64 7K 44
HG2-5 4.14 HG5-6 4.19 7 42
HG3-1 8. 00 7§ 44 7R 37 HGS5-7 22.77 7§ 32 7K 33.5
HG3-2 12.00 7§ 37 7R 37 HG5-8 29. 82 7§ 37.5 7R 27
HG3-3 14.22 74 50 7 31 HG5-9 10. 07 7 42 7R 21
HG4-1 5.91 74 41 7 40

(a) ~ (d) 3B HG1-3, HG2-1,HG2-3 Fl HG3-1 ;7] 4 P ) JRU Ak 452 1ok 7 5, A3 o6 44 Al 4 285
Pl 6 £ BT 45 3 92 55t
Fig. 6 Landscapes of valleys in the Red Cliff

AR ik Il 5 ok B (MR ) 2y ik U AR S B
Py H BT A (Xiao et al. |, 2017) , HLLek A
Hb DT, T 4 2 A 2 B A7 A M Y R ( Goro,
2018) , MEL 24 T — N4 i A P 5 X,

3.2.3 MECKRZ M LM X W EDIR 854
BAREMAWBNDE HeRL BEA&S
(EI8), KE2~40 RAAE KRZHETKSG
SR 1/2 2 1/3, WEARE W UL SZ 45 (E 1
BAORRIC ) o £ Hb X A ROIR 25 6 2 il TR K
ZJ5 , WK L TO0 G ) A ok TR, i T K
B LB 0 AR AR 25 4 AR /)N | T ¥ TE B Rk

AR Loy B

KR bR AR 25 4 L % FR AR B YA (gullies) |
FE KR 30°N RAb Ko B8, by i g 3= 25 10 B AE
W i A 3 b JE R A T A i 2 D) R o Y i
( 8) (Malin and Edgett,2000) I 5 R R D A
HE . VK S @K 8% R VKA AE 530 ( Heldmann and Mel-
lon, 2007) ; T vK7E & 3 b 8 81 JE WL ( Kolb et al. ,
2010) . BA — SRR 1 ool o i AR Y I B OF
S S AR (Masse et al. , 2016) , £LFEHLIX
eI B S KR T H R (R 8) HZ R T
TR RBCHE (1 40 FEARR KR /N ALY v Tk T RE
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ALNISE L 58 TR AR FE M T B v [ KR e X R Y 26 LR AT T

(a) B 3% W 4 (Scamander Vallis; ESP_011289_1950_RED) ; (b) ¥ 74 & X 4} ( Elysium Region) 1 F i %
(ESP_013658_2015_RED) ; (¢) (d) £ 2 31 23 (1) 38 S8 1% (45 Bk )
B 7 kKBS R A IE SN
Fig. 7 Comparison of valleys between the Mars and the Red CIiff

T o X8 LRI 5 3R R 23, ol V) 1) T 25 R M B St
PEAT L BLAIT ST, AT RE J2 PR ) K B b il 8 7 D D B A7
T (Xiao et al. , 2017)
3.2.4 EHRIRLLEMIXAFTE AL B X,
A EAZO X R AL B AT P AL &8, AR AR 2 (0 W] 2
PO JA R, 2 AR (I 9) o 2102 JR S XY 1 ot
PR, A R B w00 B 1 IR, J2 h T & K i
B 1 3 L, R 2 R ) 2% R S R AR (8T 10)

KR D WAATERE X (E ), ek KR
() a0 S B2 B, o AR JE i BT Y A R A Y
BESE b EATE R 2R E W, HW RS e s B H
FEHE N 20 ~ 200 m AN G AT ALK L E K, A
1 000 £ K ( Chuang et al. , 2010) , H Hj i AT EE K
B RS IX B B A TG v ) e R Y X ] L2
MRS, TER AR AR KL S &8 W
T B PR A BT 5 B TR AR ) BT TE BE O Y A
KT R 2 E K 5 HARE % P Y BAE 54 DB i
(Ferris et al. , 2002) , &€ XHUE KR | o] DLE
WZEH D EOAH BT R 2z — X B SR KR
Mo B R AR R SR K M 2T M DX T O R

FOU A R B T PR B 2R 1

3.2.5 2 mEM O KB ARHR A i TR
R Z 08 2480 (K 1le) , MR S 45 1, 3t b

TR RN A R W 2 I S5 H ) R, S
TR R 2 b i) Al b DX A 28 LY 22 50 5 A H R
Dang 5 (2018 ) X 4% 35 A R TR ik b X 1 22 11 TE 25 44
HEAT TR, A 3 2R R AR DB W, A AT SR
FEi KB Z I S i EE S KA
A e FNFE T AR RS 0 2 3008 g5 40 b ™ Wy ey &
A AR IR I O 2 308 454 1) RN 5 85
T A7 AE B Z K & (Dang et al. , 2018)

Z N IE 54 02 KR T Y B AR M 3 2 — AT LA
T A PR 38 B AR T R A B (I 11a, 11b)
KRR Z IR KN 2~3 m F] 10 km #B
A /746 ( Seibert and Kargel, 2001) , KA £ Hh e
it ORI BB A AT, R/ 3~10 km, 58
4 200~800 m ( Tanaka,1986) ., /NEI ) £ i1 IE 45 #4
KA1 T IR v i 2 B |l DX e R Y 2R 4 IX 3k
FE R AE 2 3R 9 2 FE TR 4 L ( Utopia Basin) , - %) %8
JEZR 50 m, Ye 5 (2019) 76 K B iRm H E L T
600 Z 4™ F S I UTFR Y, 3 26 DX 28 19 1l 500 4 iR
EHA ZNR AR, ATIN R X 2 2 51 E 7] Ge O/ 17
AP (Ye et al., 2019) , K2 FRZIEL5H H
HIBL AT AT i, 56 F X b Bk 22 30 T8 25 4 19 1k A
WS HEM KR 2 e gl TR, H5
—J5 1, KB 22 30008 S5 R B A R Y b SRR AIE AN
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(a) (b) 43542 SZ1-1 1 SZ4-1; (o) i Hiih 4 4 (ESP_012839_1435_RED) ; (d) [ &8 i1 4 1478 4 ( ESP_024315_1435_RED)
[l 8 £ 2 R K B AR AS AR 45 44 ] 4 X L B

Fig. 8 Comparison of dendritic structures between the Red Cliff and Mars

HuER b A B PR T R AL B AR U L R L TR
o) 3 1F FH AN #RUAC 46 45 (E1 Maarry et al. |, 2010; Harri-
son et al. , 2015) . XJ 4% iK K41 B £ i P 45 14 1) bif
FEAT g B R R T 5 AR A G 2B 45
() B R AL B | 1 6 R0 MR 3R BT A HL Y DR A7 S 4R it
XHE

3.2.6 ST HESHHUAR PXUT) sk Ok AR AR
FHIE L 5 =20 (e il 2 e 2 =40 ) DAk oK 56 42 [
45 e B DR Canig A0 - R OTARY) ) | 250 A
T i O T R X (R AR, 2011)  Z0EEMBIX
() P 2 B3 A 6 A% 0 DX AR5, 22k fid £tk
FEGE mPE A, AT HEAG BTN (BT 1, B YD 4
S EREARIL) .

HEFT M A AR B Y S 2 — 7R A L
P 75 (Medusae Fossae) 1k & 75 iB M i K & 45
i, AT Bk B AESE, KR BRI R, 7
M BB W Z R, K SR 7 fHIk %
(B 12) o KB b4 UHE P A4 JoRE 6 A I, W RE 2

KU 2R + 85 K K (Mandt et al. |, 2008) . & 2FE ¥
KRR AEEVE 5 F )R (Elysium Planitia) F142 38 R 4
HAESHE S S BT X i, 45 R Bon . — 381
NN ST I Y NI R NN SR A s g /N |
R A BT 7 52 9 o S 1ma) XU 52 ) T i 5 U)o 4F 32 %
A1 XU 52 Wil Jofe 3505 i HE P F 2 T SR I A W
J 3 Y T 2R RN B ., T BE B MUHE P Y
Y RN 25 AN R T 8L (Li et al. |, 2018)
3.3 AEMREATMANENEN L

SRR AR — DU, 5 K BRI Y
AR FZ R WA W, Bl andh 28 B+ Ak
S, LLEMIX A E A B PR EET YA NA A
B KA REKA HaB A A R
A Ah(R3. K 4), Hhadk R A8 . A
e RHC A R K A RN g e A A kR 3R TE A B
M%) (% 5) (Ehlmann and Edwards, 2014)

KEFREEM LR AN, EEILRA Si 0,
Fe Mg Al Ca fl K &%, KB RMEY ) Z LK
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(a) KB 1A B35 (ESP_059300_1405_RED) ; (b) X B V> & 19 BB 5% (ESP_012252_1245_RED) ;
() £L B X f B2 1R (1 F 2 SR )
B9 K (HIRISE) 15 £1 8 M X (45 S 18]) ) 2R X LL ]
Fig.9 Comparison of streaks between the Mars ( HIRISE images) and the Red Cliff ( Google map images)

TR A B (o) (A ENERR) BTG RR M IX IR (b)
P10 Z5 = Hi X 52 S 4m 8]
Fig. 10 The streaks in the Red CIliff
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(a) (b) K& £ IE45H (ESP_012693_0950_RED ; ESP_012939_0980_RED) ; () £1 i #h X () £ i1 JE 45 14
Bl 11 R (HIRISE) 5521 M IX A 22300 T 45 4 X 1L 1]
Fig. 11 Comparisons of the polygonal structures of the Mars ( HIRISE images) and the Red Cliff

(a) 40 B M X A HE A+ (AR M) 5 (b) 7 F ok 2 W 5 i
( Amazonis Region) g #8094 S+ (ESP_017771_1740_RED) ; (¢ ) fif
Tk 5 38 F JF ( Amazonis Planitia ) 1 ffE JJ ( ESP 036429 _
1925_RED) 5 (d) fi T K B 3 BT F J5 (Aeolis Planum ) [ 9 i
#+(ESP_026383_1830_RED)
# 12 22X 5 kB (HIiRISE ) HEAHXT [ &
Fig. 12 Comparisons of the Yardang Landforms of
the Red Cliff and Mars

Wl BT T 2R R RAT Y, Gl R
REERRER (B L™ H) EHERE™ s BRI AR AR Bk B
Y EAA AF KRR A S (Weitz et al. |
2010) , AHELZ T, M3k K il b 7 32 % oh A6 B4 A 20
B, ER IR B S LR KR A AR 2 5 (Me-
sween et al. , 2009) , KM F , BRI L X A, B
UK S5 LA R E S H XA, HA 26 T X R R ]
REAFESELE T SR I Y 0 ) (B AEfL 2 Ll B 5 ok 2
TOEEAE R, DA R B KR AT UL 21 A0 Ot 3
ASCHR I B s LR I, 7 KL 3 T R0 3 /4 0 ) b

23k 8 £ ( Viviano-Beck et al. , 2014) . HRiiX} k
FEURAE AT 00 s DR 3 RS A UL S B T 5 | R R 3
P DB 58 A E(E AR AU BE 5T, 59 05 K 21 2 Ml IX T &
MK B AT Y (IR A B Mex %),
FEFE IR KRB LY, DL R AR ) b A
Yoo 3 W R LA B DR AT R 2 43E 1 R 4R i 5
Fes

X R S BLAT R I A i s DX B A B G R R
RIS LU ST 2R B, 20 M X 7R S A BT L
TEHHL W) 2 A 2 B A 5 T AR 5 K R R AL, AT
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Table 3 Mineral components of surface rock samples in the Red CIiff (%)
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Table 4 Mineral components of surface soil samples in the Red CIiff (%)
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Table 5 Analogue minerals of Mars in the Red CIliff
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