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Table 1. T he release, transport and fate of some metal elements in mining tailings
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RELEASE AND TRANSPORT OF (HEAVY) METALS
AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECT
IN MINING ACTIVITIES

WuPan Liu Conggiang Yang Yuangen Zhang Guoping
(State Key Laboratory of Environmental Geochemistry, Institute of Geochemistuy,

Chinese Academy of Sciencess Guiyang 550002)

Abstract: The environmental impact resulting from mining activities is serious and ubiquitous all over the
world. More and more geochemists pay attention to this field, and it has become one of the important as-
pects in environmental geochemistry. The study on mining environmentally geochemical processes can re-
veal the mechanism of affecting the environment and is of great importance in dealing with elemental cycle,
mining rehabilitation, environmental assessment, ecologic effect, and so on. This paper reviews the basic
processes involved in the release of metals from mining activities and their fate after the release. The prob-
lems concerning the mining environment have also been raised.

Key words: release and transport; heavy metals; environmental effect; mining environment



