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Fig. 2. Distribution of mineralization near

the Chimei porphyty copper deposit.
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Fig. 3. Copper stain distribution of No. 2 to No. 5
outcrops and the estimated range of reserves of the
Chimei copper deposit (L. P. Tan Metallic

minerals of Taiwan, 1997).
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AURIFEROUS PORPHYRY COPPER DEPOSITS IN TAIWAN

Gao Zhenmin i Chaoyang
(Institute of Geochemisiry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guiyang 550002)

Abstract

Copper and gold are the major components in their mineral deposits in Taiwan Province. This paper only intro-
duces the minerogenic background of porphyry wpper deposits, and briefly analyses the geological conditions of the
Taiwan area. In addition, comparisons are made with similar copper deposits in the circum-Pacific belt. Porphyry
copper deposits of Taiwan occur mainly in the coast of eastern Taiwan and its adjacent islets. The biggest one is the
Chimei copper mine, whose reserves are of large-scale. The origin of porphyty copper deposits has an affinity with
the collision of Eurasia plate with the Pacific plate. Described in detail in this paper are the ore-forming epoch,
petwology, wall-rock alteration and orebody distribution character, of the Chimei porphyry copper mineralization in
the Tuluanshan and Lanyu islands, which are located in the wast of eastern Taiwan.

Key words: coast of eastern Taiwan; porphyty copper deposit



