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THE PROGRESS OF LUNAR EXPLORATION AND CHINESE
LUNAR EXPLORATION PROJECT

Ouyang Ziyuan'* Li Chunlai’ Zou Yongliao' Liu Jianzhong'
( #National Astronomical Observatories, CAS, Beijing 100012; # Instituse of Geochemistry, CAS, Guiyang 550002)

Abstract Exploring the moon is the first step of the deepspace exploration, necessity of China’s space project, and will
be the third milestone in Chinese space event, after the launch of the earth orbiter and the manned spaceflight. During
the 1960’ s and 1970’ s, lunar exploration came to its first climax and achieved great success. Now the second climax of
the lunar exploration is coming, taking the exploitation and utilization of Helium-3 (a kind of material of nuclear fusion),
mineral and unique space environment resource as an ultimate target. Since the launch of the first satellite DFH-1 in
1970, China has greatly developed in space technology, and now has the ability to send a space probe to the moon, and
even other planets. China’s first lunar exploration will focus on survey of potential and usable resources of the moon. The
main scientific objectives include acquirement of three dimensional atlas of the moon’s surface, analysis of the abundant

usable elements, and exploration of the thickness of the lunar regolith and the space environment near the moon.

Key words lunar exploration, lunar resources, scientific objectives




